Mary as Heroine – Advent Sunday 2009
1.  Film heroes

2.  If a country needed saving and only one person could do it, what sort of person would you chose?

Wise, strong, experienced, powerful, well-known and connected

3.  The nation in trouble – Israelites

600 years of trouble

No king (not Herod!), no priest (there were two!), no prophet for 400 years

YET, there were voices of hope – which we have heard this evening

4.  Who would you turn to for help?

God turned to an unknown young teenage girl who had an amazing heart

“You will become pregnant (while not married) and will give birth to the Son of the most high God”

“Let it be to me just as you have said”

5.  I went to church as a young teenager

Young woman called Stephanie who had a child

I asked about her – she has been ‘naughty’ – everyone was ashamed and embarrassed

6.  Woman caught in the act of adultery – John 8
they wanted to stone her

cf. women caught in Iran today

7.  Mary willingly volunteered for shame and possible violence and even death

brave and courageous

8.  Yesterday in the newspaper – Church of England pension fund crisis
      liabilities are twice the assets

and I am worried about this?

9.  Because one girl said YES and 100s of years of hope and expectation were fulfilled

Who is my hero/heroine?   ‘The Most blessed among all women’
