Mark 8.1-21 – September 2009 – at 9.30am, 11am and SGS
Rarely read: the feed of the 4,000, which is not the feeding of the 5,000

Recap story: (shorter than 5,000 Mark 6.30f)
The people had been with Jesus and run out of provisions

Jesus feels sorry for them – 3 days
“Where in the desert can anyone find enough food all these people?”

“How much bread have you got?”  

“Seven loaves, and a few small fish”

Everybody ate and had enough

Seven baskets of pieces were gathered up

Why has Mark recorded this story when it is so similar to the other ‘feeding’

· the images/symbols used in the account are carefully chosen – not random stories
Q.  Where else do we read about:

· a leader taking his followers through stormy waters?

· into a desert? 

· where people need food but do not have any?

· where bread is supplied in such quantities that more than plenty is left over?
Jesus is the New Moses
A.  The children of Israel – Red Sea, Sinai peninsular, people had no food, plenty of manna from heaven
This account of Mark is telling us that Jesus is the ‘new’ Moses who will lead his people out of captivity to freedom

· they felt they had been in captivity for centuries – spiritually (no proper high priest), politically (no state or true king), culturally (as they were dominated by Greek & Roman culture)
· Needed a Saviour – but not just for a matter of personal sins
But there is a twist to this story

We have recorded both accounts of great feedings, because they say different things

· see their bickering in the boat vs18-21, the numbers here are clearly symbolic

In v.18-21 18You have eyes — can't you see? You have ears — can't you hear? Don't you remember 19when I broke the five loaves for the five thousand people? How many baskets full of leftover pieces did you take up?”   “Twelve,” they answered.  20“And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand people,” asked Jesus, “how many baskets full of leftover pieces did you take up?”  “Seven,” they answered.  21“And you still don't understand?” he asked them. 

	The Jewish World
	
	The Gentile World
	

	5000 people

5 loaves
	5 - The Pentateuch, five books of the law
	4000 people
	4 – the four gentile empires that had overrun Israel – as in Daniel

The four corners of the earth

	12 baskets of left-overs
	12 tribes of Israel
	7 baskets of left-overs
	Word for completion, 70 symbolic number for the gentile nations

	Basket - kophinos
	Narrow neck with a wide base
	Basket - sphuris
	Open Basket or hamper, as used by St Paul to escape from Damascus’ wall


The message of the gospel is not only for the people of Israel – but for everyone
· but even for the Gentiles – dirty beggars! (they eat pig and don’t wash properly)

· following on from other incidents where Jesus reaches out to Gentiles
chpt 7 a deaf blind man, Syrian woman with an afflicted child

Pharisees were furious about this:
· that the Gentiles (dirty folk) should even be considered to be included in on what God is doing

· and Jesus makes the point that what makes you unclean is not what goes into you, but what comes out of you (7.14-23)

· so, after the great feeding, the Pharisees ask him for a sign from heaven to prove his point – and he refuses to give one!
‘Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.’  vs.11-13
· if they do not understand the signs he has already given, even more will not help
(anyway, Jesus will not work to other people’s agendas)
What are the lessons for us from this passage?

1.  That we all need to be open to cross over into unfamiliar territory

a. which is what we do not want to do - we want to stay where we are, IN CONTROL
   but there is always a degree of risk and threat in reaching out across boundaries
b. tonight’s CP group

   the spiritual life can become cosy

c. give examples of stepping out

Cre8 blokes meeting with estate boys
Visiting people we hardly know, diff to us, diff class?, diff culture?, diff race?

Ann Morisy’s women with the homeless

There needs to be eye ball to eye ball contact – danger of being overwhelmed
this is different to the feeling of executive stress
Sadly, we’d often rather organise something than crossover to others
     in commitment to a person or situation

d. Where we will feel powerless and under resourced

2.  Who are we in this account?  We are the disciples

in our misunderstanding

in our fear of ‘crossing over’

who have not enough bread

3.  That those who seem to be the no hopers may be ready to ‘eat’ more than we are
the Greeks, the outsiders, non-church people

church people see Christian faith as primarily embodied in religious institutions

4.  That bread, the word, is for everyone, and there is enough for everyone

what we offer here first and foremost is not church, but bread

“Man cannot live by bread alone, but need every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Matt 4.4, Dt 8.3

the person in the hospital bread – doesn’t need cheering up, they need bread
the person who is stressed out at work – doesn’t just need strategies, they need bread
parents worried about children’s development – doesn’t need new ideas, they need bread
those who are lonely – doesn’t need a bit more company, they need bread
the person who is aimless and purposeless - doesn’t need something to do, they need bread
Pastoral work is primarily about giving this bread, touching and praying, looking into their eyes
but often it becomes like a social service in the church
· it requires more courage than skill or gifting

“Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and the Yeast of Herod” v.15
     Yeast – a negative (even evil) influence, permeating through . . . 

· it does not take much to knock us off the importance of ‘Bread feeding’

· “we are just trying to keep life together” – but this is not primarily what we need

· “just trying to keep on top of our jobs” – this is not what we really need

· “we are trying to keep the church going” – this agenda will kill it

Our mission is to take the bread of life to people who have no sense of God within in them, but who is there

Prayer
Lord, we would rather choose the easier path
than cross over boundaries to meet those who are so different to us.
It is easier, we have to admit, to remain in roles and structures
than run the risk of being overwhelmed
when all we take to someone is ourselves.

As, in Jesus, you took the disciples across rough waters 
to meet those who were quite different,
so give us courage to give up our need for control
so that we may truly know,
that your strength is made perfect in our weakness - as most of us are not quite ready for this yet.

Amen.

