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Today we have read the well-known account of the healing of Bartimaeus

This comes as part of a big move from North to South as Jesus moves towards Jerusalem for the final act of his ministry (8.28 – 10.45)

· and during this time Jesus makes it quite clear to his disciples that he will suffer and be rejected (8.31, 9.31, 10.33)

· and three times the disciples show themselves to be blind by failing to understand this or accept this

At each end of this period we have the healing of a Blind person

· 8.22ff the man at Bethsaida – Jesus uses spit

· 10.46ff here with Bartimaeus

· Mark is making his point clear – they are ‘Blind Guys’  (Godspel of J X Superstar line?)

(Matthew and John use this event in a similar way too)

The disciples are Blind

So sat at the side of the road on the way out of Jericho Bartimaeus sat begging

· he was a landless and disabled person

· he would not be allowed to beg in the town (we don’t want him to spoil the town)

· Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus v.46 – son of precious one (twice to make the point) 
      – like “Robinson, son of Robin”
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

· ‘Jesus, Son of David’ – we are on the last leg of the journey – journey into Jerusalem

· ‘Have mercy on me’ – this guy knew that he had nothing to barter with

· Poor people do not know how to behave in church/respectable society

The crowd hinder things – ‘oh shut up’ – but he carries on!
· Jesus was always suspicious of the crowds – he never saw them as a good thing

In this story we find that Bartimaeus is the example of a true disciple – the hero
· (as there have just been two encounters)
· 10.17ff  The Rich Man – “What must I do?” “One thing you lack, go and sell what you have and give the money to the poor”

· 10.35ff  The Ambitious Disciples - James & John who want the best seats in heaven

When James and John came to Jesus he said “What do you want me to do for you?”

When Bartimaeus  comes to Jesus he asks, “What do you want me to do for you?”

· “Teacher, let me see again” – which the disciples were not able to do

· Bartimaeus does it right – the nobody, the non-entity outside the city gate

So we have the contrast with James and John who want status, power & privilege
But we also have a contrast with the Rich Man who will not let go of his wealth (attachment) 
· Bartimaeus throws off the one things he has – his beggars cloke – and follows Jesus

· he gives up what little he has

· (So what did Mrs Bartimaeus say when she heard – “You did what?”)

And Jesus said at the end of the encounter with the Rich man

“Many who are first will be last, and the last will be first”

SUMMARY

So here we have a victim of the system

· landless, disabled, blamed for his own condition, alienated from the town, abused by his people

· who has the faith to believe in Jesus
· faith to be a disciple – “he followed Jesus”

And we have those who are more privileged – even the disciples

· salaried, secure socially, erudite, ‘well-behaved’

· who have a blindness that will kill them if they don’t watch it

I find these lessons very worrying as I am all the things the disciples and the rich man are and I guess that most of you are too.
Prayer

We do not believe you when you say that many who are first will be last.

We live in the so-called first world,

People of privilege and power.
Yet do we see ourselves as being profoundly blind?

Teach us humility to learn from the outsiders, the poor and the so-called non-entities

and to recognise that what we really need is your mercy.

So help us God to see.  Amen.

