Luke 2.41-end - The Boy Jesus in the Temple   3.01.10                        1

My wife showed me a cutting from a recent Saturday newspaper

· talked about children’s pre-occupation with social networking sites such as Facebook
· 1/3 of seven year old are now using these sites

· at 13 it rises to 90%, then used right into 20s

· these social networking sites play a large part in their lives 

Research over recent decades shows that we now have more friends that previously, but fewer people we are really close to

· Networking can make this problem more serious

In a just published study among 21 years olds researched when they felt lonely

· people who chatted online felt lonelier than those who:
    chatting face to face 
    watching a video film
    and even those who spent some time alone

· http://www.selfishcapitalist.com/index.html

It has been said many times before that The Word became flesh and dwelt among us
to see us ‘face to face’
But that we have done so much to turn life back into words
God sent a person not a message
We live on a world of words with little experience of The Word made flesh

· we have emails, text messages – where things are often said which should not be said, and subtleties and nuances missed because of the  rough medium

· we have briefing papers, strategy papers, instructions – even letters have their limitations

· words are not going to save us -  we cannot manage God’s way into being

If you come alive and bump in to me – then I may come alive too

If I come alive and bump into you – then you may come alive too

We will be reading large part of Luke’s gospel over this coming year – YEAR C

· full of accounts of visits being made, hospitality being given, homecomings, parties, face-to-face encounters, visitations, conversations – generous encounters between people
· Jesus bumping into people who then come alive, who then bump into others

· Martin Buber (Jewish philosopher/theologian) “All real living is meeting” – meeting between people   
Luke 2.41ff – an example of a visitation: Jesus to the Temple
This is the only scene we have that links Jesus’ infancy to his adulthood

· no scenes here in the gospel of Jesus playing a child

· but a young person starting to shape his own identity

· which involves pain for his parents

Sometimes the images in our heads of a sinless Jesus are sometimes rather strange

· as if he was totally pleasant, compliant and nice at all times

· (if you have children) as if he was the child we wished our children had been 

So Jesus goes up to Jerusalem as his family always did for the Passover

· but this time it will be different

· Jesus is 12 years old – he is starting to flex his muscles and assert himself
· starting to take on aspects of manhood
The only story we have of Jesus between his infancy and adulthood is one of CONFLICT
· Jesus secretly (on purpose) stays behind in Jerusalem – not missed for three days

· for all his intelligence when interacting with the teachers of the law – professors!

· he seems to show adolescent impatience with his mum and dad
His mother had said, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I . .”

Jesus replies harshly: “Why did you look for me!  Didn’t you know I must be about my Father’s business?”

We have two fathers here

· e.g. Happens still, stepchild to stepfather “You can’t tell me what to do, you’re not my dad anyway!”

· What was it like for Joseph to bring up this child that was not his own

· Song: “Can You Love Him Joseph?”  of the Malachi Community Trust

· this song questions Joseph’s ability and commitment in bringing up someone else’s child

This is a moment of threat to the family

· “What do you mean by ‘my Father’?”

· as this statement bursts into the family of Joseph of Nazareth
· something is ripped from them, and things will never be the same again
· “Mary mother pondered all these things in her heart”  cf 2.19
· the family is having to give up its son, as will Nazareth and Israel also have to surrender him

The question has often been asked if Jesus knew here who he really was

· was it here that he realised his divine Sonship, that he was the Son of God?

· and if it was not here, then when was it?


· it was pointed out to me to be a daft question really . . . .
· similar to asking “When did you realise you were human?”
· you just grow into who you are

Summing Up
The mission of God – he sent a Son, a human being
Our mission necessarily involves meeting people

