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John 2.13-22 – St Peter’s & St Michael’s – March 2009 

In today’s gospel reading we have the audacious and controversial action of Jesus

Q. how can we make sense of Jesus regarded usually as gentle and accepting?

becoming almost violent – if not actually violent – in the name of God

violent towards the system, not towards the people

When I was growing up in the church as a young person this passage was used to argue against having a bookstall at the back of church – especially on Sundays

but this is to trivialise the incident and miss the point

A  R’s son asked to talk on:

“What does God think of our present financial situation?”

I want to suggest that what Jesus does in the Temple here is something close to what he feels about our financial situation

Not only was the Temple the only place where you could truly worship God – own town and Mt Moriah would not do

It was also the economic engine of the nation

Jerusalem had a monopoly on God and Finance (the nation’s economy) 

the Temple was the ‘Bank of Israel’ – and it was the place where all the records were kept of the debts of the people

also the only place where you could truly worship God

The power brokers of Jerusalem used the each monopolies to reinforce the other

you could not worship God without paying money  - Temple tax, to buy an animal to sacrifice, to Bureau de change (cf. loan sharks)

you could not become part of the 5% of people who were rich in Israel without playing the religion game

(unless you sold your soul to the Romans to become one of their tax collectors – as Zacchaeus)

95% of the people of Israel were poor, utterly poor

the Temple system greatly contributed to this 

· having become a horrendously corrupt system

· pointing to itself and not to God

Warnings had been given down the years about these abuses

Zech 14.21  looked forward to the day when there would be no longer traders in the house of the Lord

Jer 7.11 talked of the temple having become a den of robbers

Mal 3.1 warned of God coming suddenly into the Temple

Isa 56.1-8 my house will be called a house of prayer for all outcasts and the disspossessed

Jesus uses their words when he enters the Temple

“My Temple is a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of robbers”

  (a bit like Barak Obama using the words of MLK in his speeches)

  - so Jesus dismisses all that the Jews held dear in the Temple system

  - it was this one incident that led to the decision to kill Jesus

And our present financial crisis is not only an economic crisis, but a spiritual one too

Andreas Whittam Smith – head of C of E investments at the Church Commissioners 
(from paper for general synod – extremely brief summary/extracts:)

1. Crisis is global in nature – every country affected this time, because of 30 years of globalisation – we are in totally uncharted waters

2. Caused by a sudden withdrawal of credit by the banks

The overtrading by the banks created bubbles in the housing market, consumer credit and the financial industry – ‘driven by greed’

Polly Toynbee uses slightly more colourful terms, and talks of:

‘grab-what-you-can’ and ‘eat-what-you-kill’ culture that we have nurtured people in

where the ‘winner takes all’ – so we should not be too surprised by the Sir Fred Goodwins of this world taking what they can

while there have been many improvements, we still have created the most unequal society in Europe, 

and globally, where the poorest people have fallen behind as we have got richer

Can you hear echoes of the Temple incident here?

Can we guess what God thinks of our present financial system?

Joke: What is the difference between a pigeon and a banker? (both in the Temple) – on the pigeon can put a deposit on a Rolls Royce

In 2002 we bought a house for £80,000 - £160,000 in less than five years

if I had been able to sell it I would have been happy with the cash!

but where would this money have come from?  mainly young people and first time buyers (adding to university debts)

To participate in society is a very high price now

just as it was in Jesus’ day

increasingly there are people who just cannot get started

To participate in the world community is also a very high price

Jesus made clear that the focus of our relationships to each other (citizenship) should not primarily be economic 

participation in society must not be limited to those who can buy their way in

Jesus also made it clear that participation in life should not be restricted either by religious systems

not being able to ‘do things right’ should not be a bar to being part of God’s community – the Kingdom of God

Jesus’ dramatic prophecy:

“The Temple system will be no more”

It seemed for Israel that all was lost with the end of the Temple in AD70

It seems as if all will be lost if we do not get our financial systems going again

but I do not think that this is God’s way . . . .

so what is Jesus saying to us . .  I think we still have to discern that yet

Prayer

Upsetter of the bankers tables and prophet in the Temple courts

we hesitate to ask you the message

from our present financial distress

in case it is something we’d rather not hear.

But help us to hear you voice, and then trust it

in order that we might find a new way of being a world community

that is not primarily based on economics

and one that makes us all, rich and poor, more human.   Amen.

