John 10.11-18  The Good Shepherd  Acts 4.5-11

A. The ‘Good Shepherd’ – memories of sitting with my mother and a children’s picture Bible

1. Romanticised idea – fluffy white lambs, 

ever have you had a lamb on you knee, let alone your neck - not a pussy cat

2. Alien concept – even her in the town we have an urban outlook on life – ever kept sheep?

3. Pastoral model – become popular outside the church – majors on support and care

Biblical model includes leading you where you don’t want to go 

valley of deep darkness, shadow of death, and extreme danger

B. Organised Religion throws up ‘hired hands’ – jobs-worths

· Motivation?  money, success, job security, title, reputation, public acclaim

· 1st reading – Man healed
    ‘Pastors’ (Scribes and Pharisees) were more concerned that the right procedure happened 
     but the man is better – that’s all he cares about!

· Jesus says these types are dangerous
    run away when ‘wolves come’ – as they have no inner strength or reserve

· They don’t care for the sheep – more interested in religious organisations than transformation 

C. The Good Shepherd knows his own, and they know him  cf eastern/western shepherding

· relationship of knowing -  not role, position or structure, not intellectual knowing

· sexual relations in the OT (KJV) “Adam knew Eve” and she conceived a child Gen 4.1
    we assume prudishness, or euphemism - but is literally ‘creative knowing’

· when people have vested interests they tend to over emphasise structure and organisation
    these are needed – but they are not primary in God’s way of doing things

· True religion is relational

D. The Dog Whisperer

Alternative picture – Caesar Millan think a and feels like a dog

1. dog is a pack animal

2. it needs to have a pack leader

3. if not it will become dysfunctional and take control itself

4. if the human takes control and leads, then the pack members are happy, contented and assured

E.  It is love that holds us to God and is the foundation for the church

· an institution person will not lay down their life for others

· If we are confident in Jesus as our shepherd, then the pack will hold together

