Jesus the King – Modernism and Post-modernism – St Peter’s Nov 09           1

Our first reading from revelation 1

· Jesus the ruler of the kings of the earth

· talk of glory and dominion – sounds rather too much like control for many of us

· Jesus’ return on clouds – a highly dramatic Royal Parade

The Gospel reading from John – at the trial of Jesus
· Pilate asks:  “Are you the King of the Jews?”

· there follows a bit of an interchange

· Jesus: “My kingdom is not of this world”

· Pilate:  “So you are a king then?!”

One of the greatest moves forward in theology:

· that we are no longer just proclaiming a personal salvation for individuals

· we are no longer proclaiming the church – i.e. “we must get more church members or we will die out” mindset

· but we are to proclaim the Kingdom of God, and Jesus as King

But this creates a whole load more problems

· we are not familiar with the power language of kings, queens and kingdoms
· which many of us find very ‘indigestible’
· we only have a ceremonial monarchy

· although we do have a history of empire
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So we have a wrong idea of Kingship
· which we either reinforce with our enlightenment mindset

· or we reject with our post-modern mindset

The Jews also had a wrong idea about kingship

· as a rival to Caesar, to kick out the Romans

· the reinstate all the worst aspects of the Davidic dynasty (die-nasty)

· disciples looking for thrones to sit on alongside Jesus

“hands that flung starts into space
  to cruel nails surrendered”   Servant King – excellent example
But too many songs and hymns are not helpful to us
The power of no-power

St Paul – “God’s power is made perfect in our weakness”
Jesus’ Kingship
· the ability to carry shame on behalf of others

· but we have trouble carrying our own shame

· prepared not to have good reputation

· we are maybe prepared to be ‘bad’ (i.e. infamous) – but not foolish and stupid

· not influenced by size and security

· we are obsessed with security

· prepared to oppose evil

· yes, but not in ourselves so easily

· willing to party with sinners

· maybe we can do this!

This is a different sort of kingdom, with a different sort of king
The Jews did not get it

And neither do we

