Hiddenness and Silence around the Resurrection – Easter 2009

The resurrection of Jesus was a hidden event. 

· Jesus didn't rise from the grave to make a victory statement to his opponents

· or to prove to those who crucified him that he was right after all

Jesus rose as a sign to those who had loved him 

· To the women and men who had committed themselves to him 

· To those who shared in his ministry 

· The world didn't take notice

· Only those whom he called by name – “up to 500 followers at one time”

Still, it was this hidden event that freed humanity from the shackles of death
There was even a silence among the disciples about the event of resurrection 

Mark 16.8  The two Marys and Salome were alarmed , “So they went out and ran from the tomb ..  they said nothing to anyone”

In Luke’s gospel the women went and told the disciples what they had seen – but they just thought it was nonsense – except Peter who ran down to the tomb and was amazed

then he went back home, but it does not say that he said anything to anyone
later on in the evening when the two come back from the Emmaus Road there is excitement

In John 20.24 a week after the resurrection, the disciples are still behind locked doors when Jesus comes and appears to Thomas 

and then he appeared to the disciples as they fished on Galilee, but they were not going round shouting about it
“The best things in life cannot be spoken about                     
  the next best things in life are nearly always misunderstood
  so we end up talking about the third best things – triviality”
It was only at Pentecost weeks later that the silence was broken

· they could not work it out in their heads, it had to be encountered in their spirits

· transrational experience

· our problem with witnessing – we feel we should do, but we do not have a current experience within us

