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Hebrews 10.11-25 & Mark 13.1-8  St Michael’s 15.11.09
In our gospel reading we have Jesus saying the unthinkable for a first century Jewish person

· “You see these great buildings (the Temple buildings) they are all going to come tumbling down”

· it is hard to imagine the horrendous implications of what Jesus was saying

· the Temple was everything – more than our church buildings/cathedrals

If there was no Temple there was no Israel

If there was no Temple  God was no longer among them

If there was no Temple there was no life

The Temple was the economic, spiritual and social engine of the ntion
It is hard to think of a parallel

· If all of London was obliterated?  But this might not be enough for us northerners

Everything they banked their lives on Jesus said would go

· no wonder they killed him

In our first reading from the book called Hebrews – the writer is trying to help early Jewish followers of  Jesus to get their head round a completely new way of thinking (the true meaning of repentance)

· the Temple is not everything

· you do not need an OT style priest to help you meet God

· you do not have to bring an offering or sacrifice to God to get his attention

· there is nothing to do except recognise that it has all been done already

Jesus is the Temple

Jesus is the Priest

Jesus is the Sacrifice

· He has ticked all the boxes – and made of lot of religious people redundant in the process

· Again – no wonder they killed him – he was pulling the rug from underneath them
Heb 10.22 “So let us approach God with a true heart in full assurance of faith”
Institutional religion has a lot to answer for

Institutional religion with its officers and clergy always has to put itself in a position where it is needed by the people

· it seems to love to get itself into the role of ‘middle management’ 

· to manage your relationship with God

· whereas the role of the church should be to liberate people to help them see that God has done it all!

e.g. The misuse of v.25  “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together as some have done.”

· used by clergy to get people to come to church services and meetings especially when numbers are dropping

· and those who do not have even been referred to as backsliders

The meeting together that the writer refers to is not to keep the church institution going 

· but to support each other as we live a new way of freedom

Parker Palmer ‘Listen to your life’

To truly find your way through life and to follow the calling on your life you have to listen to the voice within you

(No accident that vocation and voice have the same Latin root)

Parker Palmer says that we are so unskilled at listening to that voice

(I was never taught to do it and I guess that you were not either)

You were told, however, to listen to your:

· mother, father, teacher, vicar, policeman, doctor, scout leader
· but we were never taught to listen to the voice within

· we were taught to listen to everything and everyone but ourselves

· we took guidance from everywhere but from within

The voice within has been referred to in many ways

· Kingdom of God within you

· Holy Spirit

· Image of God

· Divine indwelling

· Where the soul resides
In Jesus’ day you had to listen to the Temple, the priests and the religious system, and it was destroying people
The shadow side of religion is that it teaches you to look outside of yourself for the voice – especially to the religion itself

So we end up looking over our shoulder all the time:

what does the family expect of me?

what is the church down the road doing and why are we doing it?

how can I keep up with my work colleagues?

how can I be seen to be doing OK among my neighbours?

A lot of this is about trying to keep shame at bay

· (trying to keep the False Self in place – Thomas Merton)

The writer of the book of Hebrews quotes this radical text from the prophet Jeremiah

“I will put my laws in their hearts
and will write them on their minds”  Heb 10:16, Jer 31.33-34

Radical stuff – not an external voice, an inner one
Also: “I can’t remember what you have done wrong – it has all slipped my mind”  10:17

Most of the time we have little idea what it means to live from this dynamic

· from an interior place – which is not the same as being introverted
· and not take your reference points from the outside so much

But the external voices are too loud and do not give us space

· we too are worried about the Temples of our lives that we feel we must keep going at all costs to prevent them from crumbling and falling apart

· Jesus says let them go

But it is vary hard to listen to the inner voice in our souls.

From Parker Palmer:  “How do we listen to ourselves is a question worth exploring.  The soul does not respond to being investigated as we do to gather information from the world of study and work.  The soul speaks its truth only under quiet, inviting and trustworthy conditions.

The soul is like a wild animal – tough, resilient, savvy, self-sufficient, and yet exceedingly shy.  If we want to see a wild animal, the last thing we should do is to go crashing through the woods, shouting for the creature to come out.  But if we are willing to walk into the woods and sit silently for an hour or two at the base of a tree, the creature we are waiting for may well emerge, and out of the corner of an eye we will catch a glimpse of the precious wildness we seek”

The voice within is calling us to be the person we are originally created to be – not something bizarre and unnatural

 I will put my law in their hearts – says God

· not as a list of do’s and don’t’s

· but as Jesus taught us – as the law of love

So Jesus says in the gospel reading, “Do not be alarmed when all around you is falling apart”

· do not let anyone lead you astray – do not let the external voices take you elsewhere

· but as in the book of Hebrews and Jeremiah, listen to the voice/calling of God within you first

This sounds like very dangerous teaching – sounds too democratic

· but this is the gift of Pentecost

· and that is another story!

