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Paul’s overriding concern:  The unity of the God’s people/church
· Fellowship:  today means good mutual support and getting along with each other

· Koinonia:  is more about Solidarity – Trade Union movement (Gdansk shipyards)

· “we are in this together, I will look out for you as you will look out for me”

· unity not based on agreement of creeds or doctrines – but relationships

· first trusting Jesus for his word

· then trusting each other who trust Jesus for his word

· keeping the Koinonia was an extremely high value in the early church,

· we play light to it today with our Protestant heritage 

Images of this oneness:  Body (with Christ as the head), Building (with Christ as the cornerstone)

Ephesians 4.11ff – leadership in the church

· v.11 ‘ministries’ “to prepare all God’s people for works of Christian service in order to build up the Body of Christ”
· v.16 so that the whole body holds together

v.17  So don’t continue to live like the world does (heathen, Gentiles)

A world that likes to divide rather than bring together

· competition in the market place

· comparing – individuals, churches, schools

· judging 

· deception and manipulation

v.25f  No More!

Lying, letting your anger get you into sin, stealing, harmful words, bitterness, hatred, insulting.

Instead, earn and honest living, be kind and tender hearted, and forgive

BIG QUESTION:  How can I make myself a better person?
Which is of course an impossible task – we cannot change ourselves

e.g. new years resolutions

Some change can be effected by the application of our wills, but it is a hard way to live and is not the work of the Spirit who will change us
“Do not make the Holy Spirit sad”
“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit”
“Do not keep the Holy Spirit out of this”

How do we change?  How have you changed?

The saints tell us that there are two great universal and primary paths that lead to transformation and change:

1. Great Love

2. Great Suffering

Through both of these we have the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to do a great work of change in us

All of the ‘wrongs’ that I have just listed are symptoms of the real sin

· trying to get ‘position’ over another person/group

· trying to make myself look good, by trying to make them look not so good

· Arguments – I am right and you are wrong

· Lying – covering your tracks so that you do not look bad, or getting advantage in some other way

· Harmful words – damaging another person’s reputation

This is us firming up our ego defences, unwilling to let go of our Ego ‘positions’ 

It is only great love or great suffering that will help us start to surrender our ego positions

· LOVE:  when receiving great love, you just don’t need to keep protecting yourself – everything is radically OK

· SUFFERING:  can either get better or bitter.  You realise that the petty issues you used to defend are worth nothing, (e.g. if you child almost died)

It is said:
“People who have never truly loved                    (if you have received love, you will then love)
or never truly suffered will normally try to control everything”

Grieving the Holy Spirit
Is to not let go of the need to protect our ‘position’

To keep up the defences

· as the Spirit of God has no chance to ‘get in’

There is no chance of unity where there is just a collection of individual ego

· because there is no ability to truly love

