Ephesians 2.11-end – St Mike’s 19.07.09
Highest level of writing of St Paul’s (similar to Colossians?)

· style – not hurriedly written on the go, more considered, larger vocabulary
· but from prison (in Rome) with lots of time to draft the letter carefully
A TRACT:  Paul knew that he was going to die

· so he commits to paper his most developed thoughts

· HIS GREAT MANIFESTO

· not just sent to Ephesus, but round other churches too
      (as happened with Colossians – see Col 4.16)

· even so, long rich sentences – cf. Rowan Williams at DCC meeting
THE GREAT CENTRAL THOUGHT:

That the division and disunity (not just between people, or in the world, but in all creation) can only become unity in Christ

· not solved because we all agree with each other
or because we have settled our differences

but because we are all ‘in Xt’ 
   – the deeper our inner lives the closer we are 
   – spiritual journey not a sociological one
social events can’t make this happen (important though they are)

our lives are ‘hidden with Christ in God’ (Col 3.3)
· not just about saving souls – but all creation (environment) – Eph 1.9-10
‘God made known his secret plan – this plan is to bring all creation together, everything in heaven and on the earth (tangible world and the ‘spiritual’ world), with Christ as his head’

(we will be looking at environmental issues in the autumn – clmate change)

How is God going to do this?  St Paul syas:
· the church is his primary tool

· just as the church is God primary visual aid for heaven

We have a lot to live up to!

There had been a terrible history of RACISM:  
Enormous divisions that have been overcome

· the deepest and most bitter of divisions

· between Jews and Gentiles

· institutional apartheid
  the Jews thought the gentiles were utterly filthy and repugnant 
           – ‘No Gentiles beyond here’ on the temple doorway between the courts
  many Gentiles regarded the Jews as a very minor side show in the Greek/Roman world

Over 25 years ago Rosie and I spent time in Tel Aviv
· mixed church – Israelis and some Palestinians – incl. a local judge – sensitive matter

· now there is a large wall that has been built to cement the division of Jews and Palestinians

Also been to Northern Ireland, previous to the Good Friday deal, to meet Christians from both sides of the divide
· where divisions between Catholic and Protestants was made concrete in a series of walls

· ironically, called a ‘Peace Lines’

· only intended for six months – easier to build a barrier than bring it down

· Since Peace deal:  not one has been taken down, in fact grown in number

2.14  ‘Jesus has broken down the dividing walls, the hostility between us’

· his way of creating a new humanity is not by social engineering
· but through the way of the cross – in his very body

· I don’t think we know where to start with that at times

The way of the cross is to take pain, not inflict it

forgiving, not taking things personally or holding a grudge

being prepared to be shamed and look stupid

not protecting our own interests

There are divisions in this church – as in all churches

· they are not dealt with so much by managing them, 

· but us ‘putting to death our hostility through the cross’  2.16

Any divisions between people of the 9.30 congregation and the 11am are not really dealt with by us changing things – but by us changing, letting go of our points of view

Or between traditional and informal 

Young and old

e.g.  I have yet to see a united service create unity between churches, or congregations
· it can only express what already exists

· real unity it only happens when there is conversation and vulnerability between people, together with a letting go of reputation and vested interests – which often feels like dying
· this is the way of the cross

‘This is the foundation of the apostle and prophets with Jesus as the corner stone’  2.20

v.21-2  Then, the structure that hold us together is not an organisational structure (which is just the scaffolding) , but a relational structure
· not resulting in physical buildings where we invest too much energy and effort

· but in buildings of people where we do not invest enough

knowing each other, really knowing one another

however that might happen for you – we are not all the same

End by reading verses 21-22
Prayer

We know in our bones that we are meant to be one people, one body
and our experience is not always so.

Help us to find the deepest roots of our unity
not on agreement in ideals and direction
but in the meeting of lives
where vulnerability and openness flourish.

The price of unity was the death of Jesus
let us then not shirk when we are asked
to embrace this way of Jesus.

As it is the only way that leads to life.  Amen.

