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Climate Change Sunday Sermon 18th October 2009 St Michael’s 
“Changing for a Different Future”

Genesis 2.4-9

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 7then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground,* and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

John 1.1-18

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,* and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.* 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own,* and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,* full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,* who is close to the Father’s heart,* who has made him known. 

INTRODUCTION

Our first Bible reading from Genesis 2 is the second account of Creation that we have at the beginning of the our Bibles

· it is clear from this account that God made the world, God intended the world, and it was good to see

· or as the first account of creation in Chapter 1 says, 
      “God looked a saw what he had made and indeed it was very good”

· the Bible starts with creation (God’s good creation) and in the last book of the Bible ends with Creation with a renewed creation – following the destruction that we as humans have done

Our second Bible reading was from the start of John’s gospel – sadly often only read at Christmas

· the preface to the whole gospel affirms that God has sent his Son (Jesus) into this creation, into the world – on to this planet to live as a human

· “and the word became flesh and lived among us”

God was committed to the world when he made it

God was committed to the world when it was in a mess – he sent Jesus into it

God is committed to the world at the end of time when what we call ‘heaven’ will include creation fully renewed

The question is – are we as committed to this planet as much as God is?

THE CRISIS

Today is the third and last Sunday when we are looking at the issue of Climate Change and what our Christian response to it might be
My task is not to make people feel guilty or fearful about it, but I would be selling you short if I did not emphasises the seriousness of our situation to myself and to you yet again
· and make clear our responsibility as followers of Jesus to do something about it

Some prefer the term Climate Crisis to Climate Change – well, it is certainly a crisis

· The general scientific opinion seems to be that we need to limit average world temperatures from rising more than 2oC above pre-industrial levels – that is not more that 1.4oC above where we are today
· and we have a very short time to do it – 30 to 50 years
The European Commission recently released a survey in which 67% of people said that Global Warming was “a very serious problem.”

Politically things are urgent as on the 7th December over 11,000 participants will converge on Copenhagen for the Global Warming Summit.  

We will all be affected by global warming, but the poor will be affected the most

Bangladesh and Ethiopia are in the worst possible position 

· a rise of 1 meter in sea level could permanently flood 21% of Bangladesh (most of its best land) and displace more than 15 Million people

· the rising sea surface temperatures in the Indian Ocean have been blamed in part for the droughts that Ethiopia has suffered since 1996 (in a Royal Society paper) – up to 10 Million people are at serious risk
· The house of Bishops of the Church of England said recently, “Abandoning the poor to struggle with the consequences of climate change is morally unacceptable”

We have to say, though, that this has been very confusing to many of us, 
as what a little while ago seemed good to us 
(the way we were developing our world and our technologies)
· is now being seen, at least in part, as being bad for us

· and we are being asked to change the way we live and our priorities 
But this crisis is also revealing to us that our suicidal patterns of consumption (or as some call it ‘ecocidal) are addictive and self-destructive
OUR FAITH
Q.  What part does our faith have to play in all this?
Well, our relationship with the rest of creation is intimately tied up with our relationship with God

· we cannot say that we love God and not love all that he has made

· God’s commitment was not to save people from the world, but to save the world with its people - the cosmos, and everything in it and on it
Living in a way that honours the planet rather than threatens it, is living out what it means to be made in the image of God – for that is how God treats the world, by honouring it

· and when we do not honour it, one of the first casualties is the human soul - we are damaging in our own spirits

Some say, well this has nothing to do with evangelism – does it not?

Well, it certainly has everything to do with the mission of God to the world – Genesis, John, Revelation (Dave Mock)
25 years ago the worldwide Anglican Church affirmed the importance of caring for the created order when it stated that one of our top five priorities in mission is:
     “To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth” 
                                                                                         from the Five Marks of Mission
Two years ago the Environment Agency carried out a survey among leading environmentalists and scientists and asked them to name fifty things that will save the planet 

No.1 was to use less power, much less power – a lot less power
No.2 was the involvement of the faith communities – surprising eh!
They said: ‘The world’s faith groups have been silent for too long on the environment.  It is time that they fulfilled their rightful collective role in reminding us that we have a duty to restore and maintain the ecological balance of the planet.  Christians, and other faiths, already believe that it is morally wrong to damage the environment. The problem is, they say, that many Christians simply choose to ignore this.  

Folks, this has everything to do with our faith, because it has everything to do with God

· even (secular) scientists recognise this – and so should we
And one of the greatest gifts we can bring to the world is – HOPE, not despair
· that in God, something can be done

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?
First thing to say is that the issues are not simple, but highly complex
e.g. Insulating our homes – which is an excellent idea
a.  many can now heat the whole house for the same price (same energy use)
b.  those who do save money on heating, then spend the saving on some other energy intensive product or activity

Secondly that there is no one single solution to these complex issues – Windmills alone on the hills are not enough
· but we must guard against becoming cynical and apathetic by saying “there’s no point in doing anything”

· and must also guard against being simplistic

But, as Brendan Bowles said last week, it is important to the small things that seem like they will contribute nothing in the great scheme of things, because:

1. every little helps

2. it is a step forward for me to start living a different way, freeing myself up from patterns of addictive behaviour of needing more 
Let me talk about specifics:   PRACTICAL ACTION
The 10:10 Campaign that asks us to reduce our carbon footprint by 10% in the next 12 months

· I recently logged on to work out what my carbon footprint is (Diff sites vary but you get the idea)

· My carbon foot print is about 10 tons a year (average for UK, average for world is 4 tons, target for world is 2 tons)
· what is my carbon foot print?

· what is the church’s carbon foot print?

Energy in homes - we use a large amount of power heating, cooking and running all our equipment in our homes

· I was surprised how much this took up as my kids are often saying how cold our house is!

· Efficiency is important, and an overall total reduction is energy use is even more important

· But it must also be said that those who are the oldest and those who are the youngest among us must not be placed in danger of being cold – but the rest of us might need to get some warmer clothing out
Let’s talk about what we consume

· we need to buy less (clothes, gadgets, equipment, furniture, upgrades, improvements etc.)
· we need to waste less and buy more locally – food being one of the significant areas of wastage
· we need to recycle more – paper, packaging and food waste, repair more things, share/borrow more, use the library more and buy less books
· (I realise that this has an impact on our economy and on people’s jobs – its complex)

Transport and travel

· I was amazed how much our car registered – our total mileage is only 8,000 (1/4 for my job)
Again, those who are the older ones and those who are the youngest need this more – but can we all reduce our mileage?

· I have just returned from two weeks in Majorca (lovely), which I booked 10 months ago – over the 10 months I have done quite a bit of reading on the topic
· but I travelled with a sense great unease because of the carbon that the flight took up – we can not go on doing this (and at the moment we are doing this more and more) – “will this be the last time I see the Mediterranean for a long, long time?”
· Work airmiles – can we challenge our places of work to keep us in the UK?

· My daughter, Becca, has been a challenge to me on this – but now she is finding it difficult as she takes up full time employment, has to run a car to get there and a home.

Political action (with LEGISLATION) – what politicians decide (on behalf of us) is crucial to, and what we express to our politicians is crucial in what they decide
· we need to talk to councillors, MPs, and other major decision makers

· there are opportunities to support others who can do this better than us through their campaigning organisations

· there are marches we can go on – Saturday 5th December in London ‘The Wave’

· we need to campaign for better, cheaper, more available public transport, etc. . . . 
Inform ourselves - EDUCATION
Some recently saw the film Age of Stupid at the Heritage Centre – looking back as if nothing had been done from 50 years time and asking “why were we so stupid and selfish in the decisions we took?”
· we have a copy of that film coming in the post for us to use – you can watch it and discuss it with others

· we should read more about the subject so that we are better informed, and some of you should get round to reading the research papers (as you have these skills) to help inform the rest of us

We need to pray, because this is intimately tied up in our relationship with God, and it is us who needs to change rather than God

· Climate Change concerns need to become a regular part of our personal prayer burden

· And needs to figure much more often in our prayer here in church – so if you lead prayers in small groups, church services etc. . . . . 

CONCLUSION
Someone said a while ago that the effort than we need to put into all this is going to have to be enormous

· in fact, they said it needs to be like the effort we put into the second world war

· and among us here we still have folk who know about that and carry the story for us, and can help us, I believe to reign in our personal desires for the greater good

So we are called to do this for the poor, for our grandchildren and generations who will follow us, for ourselves and for God
RESPONSE

Pause for people to have a chance to make a response

RESPONSE CARD

I want to do something about Climate Change.

(Please tick boxes below as appropriate)

· Please let me have information about the ‘The Wave’ march in London on December 5th
· I would like to be part of a group that watches the film ‘Age of Stupid’ with a discussion to follow

· I would like to host a group to view the film ‘Age of Stupid’ in my home

· I would like more information about Climate Change and what we can do about it

· Please help me to work out my ‘carbon footprint’

· I want to help do something locally that will help raise awareness about Climate Change

· I want to know more about reducing my carbon footprint by 10% - the 10:10 campaign

· I want to know how my faith relates to this

· I want to be involved with others praying about justice and environmental issues

· Please could you let me know where I can get resources to help me pray

· Let me know when the Climate Change Group next meets as I want to come and help

Name:

Telephone Number:

   or

Email Address:

Prayer
Show us how to do things well today, 

so that others may not suffer, 

here or there, 

now or in the future. 

Show us how to make our contribution 

as we change the way we live, 

travel, make and consume, pack and unpack, 

use, misuse and re use energy, heating and lighting.   

Show us how to do simple things well in our home, 

places of work and lifestyle choices.  

Show us how to protect the world you made, 

in all its diversity and goodness, 

from our carbon emissions, 

global warming and climate change, 

rising temperatures and sea levels, 

the displacement of peoples, environmental poverty, 

harm and destruction. 

Show us how and show us why, 

so that alone and with others 

our contribution will make a difference.   Amen.
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