Ascension Day 2009
Different question:

Q.  Why did Jesus have to leave?

A.  He had to leave for the Spirit to come

Q.  Why did he have to leave for the Spirit to come?

A.  ???


Jesus Appears to Thomas late on Sunday evening – John 20.19

· But Thomas was not there – “I will not believe unless I can touch him!”

· Jesus appears a week later . . . .   
      . . . . “Touch me now! Stop your unbelieving and believe”  John 20.27

· To move forward Thomas had to touch Jesus


Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene a week earlier – John 20.11f

· One of the most spiritually mature of all Jesus’ followers

· The ‘Gardener’ says:  “Mary!”   She replies “Rabbi”

· “Do not keep clinging on to me as I have not yet ascended to the Father”  i.e. Let go!


So why did Jesus have to go?

If Jesus was always to be ‘over there’ we could never see him as being ‘here’
1. ‘It is was not possible to make the inner journey of faith while Jesus was bodily with them’
2. Having gone, Pentecost happens - they find that Jesus is ‘here’ and not just ‘over there’
3. If Jesus was still here we would idolise him (cling) – cf feeding of the 5,000

4. The disciples had to ‘lose’ Jesus in order to ‘find’ Jesus by his Spirit – in a more intimate way

they had to dis-cover (uncover) the Jesus within them – present everywhere
to find for us that Jesus is not THERE, but HERE

5. It is when we discover the life of Jesus by his Spirit that we are transformed 

Jesus to Thomas again – John 20.29

“Have you believed because you have seen me?  
  Happy are those who have who believe without seeing me”

· it is not just that they are more courageous or bold or strong in faith
· encountering Jesus by the Spirit on the inner journey is the deeper journey

· Thomas had to touch Jesus – we all have our first encounters
Mary had to let go of her Jesus as she saw him - and find a new one (not the old Jesus)

· That is the harder journey (not seeing)
 – but it is the more blessed journey that few take
