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We are called to follow Jesus and not merely to worship him

In her book The Dream of God, Verna Dozier is bold in telling us that we often spend too much time and energy on worship and Sunday activities, and not enough on simply following Jesus.  It almost sounds blasphemous doesn’t it?  But she puts it this way:

“Ministry (for clergy and lay people) is about God’s business.  Ministry is participating in God’s dream of a good creation, and Jesus is the model.  Do you want to follow Jesus?  Or are you content just to worship him, and postpone for just a little longer the fulfilment of the dream of God?”

Progression in the Old Testament

(these three themes are mirrored in most of life)

1.  Torah/Law

Boring, containment, keeping things going, maintenance, “do this and you will be OK by God.

Most churches and organisations will settle for this unless they move onto . . . . . 

2.  Prophecy

A word from the ‘outside’ by an ‘insider’ – a critical word.

The introduction of the prophetic into an organisation brings the capacity for self-critical thinking.  Where there is no prophecy within an organisation it will always be idolatrous.  
  - worshipping itself
  - concerned for self-preservation
  - its resources will come back to itself
  - it is Torah without the prophets

Most sacred texts include how wonderful the people themselves are.  The Jewish texts are utterly radical – more than half of them are made up of the prophets telling them they are full of shit.  “You’re phoney, you’re hypocrites, you don’t believe a word you teach, you don’t love God and you form allegiances with other powers.”

This is part of normal healthy development.

“Where there is no prophecy the people perish.”

3.  Wisdom

Being able to live with the tension, with unresolved issues.  This is the capacity for faith.

This is what the church in the West needs today.

Trying to be better people

We are all trying to become better people with the hope that we will see God more clearly.  

However, if you see this God more clearly and let this transform you then you will be changed.

The Cross of Jesus

“The image is not of us spilling blood to get to God
   but of God spilling blood to get to us.”

Faith and Doubt

The opposite of Faith is not Doubt, but fear/anxiety

· it is the worrying about many things

· how will it work out, how will I control it, how will I do it right

Today more and more people do not know what to do with their anxiety, and this is why we are producing so many control freaks.   If you do no believe that there is a loving God in control, you’d be mad not to take control yourself.

Stress to a smaller or larger degree is fear.

The Sonship of Jesus does not start with his conception – Raymond Brown

Jesus Christ did not start with the birth or baptism.

Matthew tells of the beginning of Jesus the Christ:

with “Abaraham begat Isaac”

for Matthew this is where the story of Jesus begins

Matthew tells us in genealogy form

Luke tells of the story differently – in story form

starting with Zechariah and Elizabeth

barren and too old to conceive

only one other couple in the situation in the Biblical story – Abraham & Sarah

where the annunciation is made to the Father

study the parallels in these stories

Paul goes back to Adam in Phil 2

it is the opposite of the Adam story

Adam ‘grasped’ at the tree of knowledge of good and evil – and so he fails

Jesus does not ‘grasp’ at being equal to God – and is humble even to death, and dies

but then is honoured and lifted up

In Mark’s gospel you cannot understand that Jesus is the Christ without the suffering

In John we have a pre-existent theology.  “In the beginning . . . “

In his gospel Mark hides the fact of who Jesus is in the idea of secret/mystery

Matthew’s gospel shows that some people know.  And his glory is more evident before the resurrection.

In John everyone seems to know who Jesus is.  There is no (need for a) transfiguration because the whole gospel  is a transfiguration.  throughout the gospel Jesus ‘manifests his glory’ and ‘ people believe in him’.

Misc statements

Eventually God breaks every rule in the OT; this is mercy - W Brueggemann.

The False self does not exist and so God does not know him/her.

Conversion is a set of necessary humiliations to the False Self – Thomas Keating

Everyone is shadowed by an illusory person – a false self.  This is the person that I want myself to be, but who does not exist, except in my mind.  It is ontologically fragile and insecure – it is a creation of the mind, a social construct.  When you die it is this that dies.  What we want to be.  What we want others to think we are.  Status, reputation, self-image, and attachment to self-image.  Thomas Merton

God’s way of dealing with us become our way of dealing with others.

I think that many people inside and outside of the church are getting tired of having success as one of our key treasurers.  Do you want to have your heart somewhere else?  Well, lets find some better treasure.

Nothing matters, everything matters.  Zen Teacher.

Lord, teach us to care and not to care.  TS Elliot.

You must see the sin in yourself that you see in the world, otherwise you will become self-righteous.

If you love as Christ loves, it will crucify you.

We would sooner have stability and certainly than grace.

If you think the sum total of yourself is yourself, you become egocentric  you cannot be forgiven.  
   by Cormac Murphy O’Connor, Archbishop of Westminster

‘Love precedes knowledge’ - from the Franciscan tradition – you cannot know it unless you’ve loved it.

As long as you live to fulfil others’ expectations you’d better watch what you wear, how you comb your hair etc.  Do you call thatbeing human?  Anthony DeMello.

Thomas Keating:

Your emotions faithfully reflect your value system.

Emotional upset is evidence that we are attached to unconscious energy centres (addictive attachments).

Accepting everyone you meet unconditionally, as they are, without becoming submissive to them.

There is no reason why we must be upset about how people treat us.  It is just our emotional programming; there is no benefit to us for it; if we ignore it, let is happen without reacting, it will eventually disappear. 

Thomas Merton:

To allow oneself to be carried away by a multitude of conflicting concerns, 
to surrender oneself to too many demands, 
to commit oneself to too many projects, 
to want to help everyone in everything 
is to succumb to violence.
More than that, it is co-operation in violence.  
It destroys ones own capacity for peace.
It destroys the fruitfulness of one’s own work
because it kills the root of inner wisdom
which makes the work fruitful.

Tim Smit – of the Eden project

Three lessons learnt from the Heligan project

  1. do not let rumours get out of hand

  2. trust in the democratic process and do not just pay lip service to it.

  3.  the crucial importance of courtesy. 

Many who are worn down by the politics of development were consumed by a sense of powerlessness so chose instead to focus on a smaller, albeit still important, issues they had control over.  I got the distinct impression that they would love to get fired up again.

