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Emergent is a growing generative friendship among missional Christian leaders

Many thoughtful Christians agree: modernity is passing and a new postmodern world is emerging. This transition calls for innovative Christian leaders from all streams of the Christian faith around the world to collaborate in the development of new ways of being Christians … new ways of doing theology* and living biblically, new understandings of mission, new kinds of faith communities, new approaches to worship and service, new integrations and conversations and convergences and dreams. 

Emergent is for people who feel called by God to invest their lives at this new edge of transition, exploration, creativity, challenge, and opportunity. 

Emergent is not for people whose primary concern is to defend cherished modern institutions and formulations. True, those who wish to help modern institutions be refounded for the emerging culture will be an essential part of the emergent community, but emergent’s greatest loyalty is to dynamic Christian life and mission in the present and future … not the survival of modernity’s institutions and formulations. 

However, neither is emergent for people who preoccupy themselves with critique of modern institutions and formulations. While there is a time and place for critique, emergent’s tone and vision are post-critical and creative, positive and irenic, conciliatory and sympathetic.

The word “emergent” is normally an adjective meaning coming into view, arising from, occurring unexpectedly, requiring immediate action (hence its relation to “emergency”), characterized by evolutionary emergence, or crossing a boundary (as between water and air). All of these meanings resonate with the spirit and vision of emergent.

A Generative Friendship
Emergent is first and foremost a friendship, a network of warm and mutually encouraging relationships. 

For this reason, we will seek to keep organizational mechanics to a minimum, to operate with needed funds and no more, to minimize the importance of emergent itself and maximize the importance of the people and relationships who participate in it and benefit from the friendships, conversations, and learning that emergent fosters. 

We believe that friendships change the world. 

We believe that Jesus welcomed the original disciples into a warm friendship with himself and one another, and we believe that the church through the centuries has, at its best, been an extension of this friendship through space, time, and transition. 

Because emergent is a friendship, you may already be part of emergent and not know it, if you are already a friend of current participants, and you share our mission and values. 

Because emergent is a friendship, and because friends inevitably hurt and disappoint one another, participants in emergent are committed to staying reconciled with one another. This spirit of reconciliation permeates all we do. 

We hope that emergent will only minimally be an organization and most obviously, essentially, and broadly remain a growing group of friends. 

At our gatherings, conversations over meals and on long walks are as important as what happens in formal sessions. These kinds of conversations yield friendships – where people give one another confidence, encouragement, challenge, and guidance. 

Emergent is a generative friendship in two ways. Qualitatively, this friendship grows in depth, trust, enjoyment, honesty, and value. Quantitatively, this friendship grows to include more and more participants. 

The spirit of emergent is inclusive. We seek to welcome all those who wish to journey with us and enter into a friendship around our shared mission and vision and voice. 

Emergent is intentionally cross-confessional. We hope to bring together Christians from varied confessions and traditions (Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox). We believe that beyond the postmodern transition, many existing polarities (between evangelical and liberal, for example) will yield to new collaboration. 

In addition, emergent seeks to grow in diversity in terms of race, class, gender, culture, and ministry setting. 

The emergent community seeks to link local movements and organizations in a broader global web of friendships in order to promote shared learning and collaboration. 

Believing as we do that national boundaries are becoming less significant, and that global realities are becoming increasingly important to all local faith communities, we believe that our relationships must increasingly bring people together from around the world. 

We are especially sensitive to the need for western Christian leaders to link with and learn from their sisters and brothers in non-western settings. 

The growing friendship that constitutes emergent is more than a matter of valuable interpersonal relationships. This friendship is intended to be generative: to generate new thinking, new art, new dreams, new conversations, new discoveries, new action – in many places and forms, among many people inside of emergent and beyond. 

For this reason, we would rather not define a single “product” or “desired outcome” for emergent – other than to generate new possibilities for the Christian church in the postmodern world.

Missional
The leaders brought together in emergent are missional leaders. The term missional is significant for two reasons. 

First, it expresses our belief that God intends Christianity to be more than a system of belief or even a way of life. As we understand it, our beliefs are intended to foster a way of life that in turn sends us into the world to serve God and our neighbours, so that God’s will may be done on earth as it is in heaven, and so that God’s kingdom* may come. 

This missional focus on God’s kingdom tells us that the church is never to be the withdrawn or isolated end user of the gospel; rather, we receive the gospel so that we may be equipped and sent into the world to love our neighbours and serve “the least of these.” 

For emergent, the church doesn’t have a mission; the church is mission. 

Second, the term missional implies a narrative way of looking at the Scriptures. In other words, for us, the Bible is not primarily the repository of abstractions or propositions which need to be extracted and systematized from its stories and poetry; rather, we see the Bible as the record of the story of God’s emerging mission in human history. This record conveys the trajectory of God’s work -- with which we seek to align and into which we seek to invest our lives.

Christian
Emergent draws leaders together around the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are beginners ourselves – imperfect but growing men and women who are learning to live life with God in the way of Jesus. 

We represent a generous orthodoxy, rooted in the Scriptures and consistent with the ancient creeds of the church. 

Leaders
This emergent friendship is among leaders – church leaders (staff and volunteer), organizational leaders, thought leaders, relational leaders, artistic leaders, spiritual leaders. 

Emergent is practitioner-focused. We believe that the best theology arises in the context of mission, and the best mission is informed by good theology, so we seek to bring reflective practitioners together with missional scholars and thinkers for mutual enrichment. We seek to avoid both unreflective activism and the intellectual cul-de-sacs that often divert reflective people from actually getting anywhere. 

We have a special concern for leaders in local faith communities – pastors, youth workers, worship leaders, artistic leaders, lay leaders, etc. We believe that local faith communities are at the cutting edge of mission.

