Worriers and Risk-takers

By the time you read this article most of you will be aware that we are facing change in the Team Parish.  For some this will be welcome news, for others it will be worrying news.  Either way, it can be unsettling news.

Life feels better, easier and more comfortable when everything is ordered and predictable.  We call this ‘normality’.  We know what to expect, we know what part we have to play in it, and life seems to be under control.

What we do not realise is that ‘normality’ is very often a trap.  Because while it is the place where we feel in control, it is also the place where we do not let God have control.  The story of the Bible reminds us that God cannot and will not be contained and controlled.  So, he often leads us into places of uncertainty and vulnerability.  The Biblical picture for this is the desert.  It is only in these difficult places when we are ‘out of control’ that God is able to get to us and change us.

Worriers will want to run back to how things used to be, to the old certainties and explanations.  They are, of course, seeking to regain control.  Risk takers will want to move on too quickly to the next new thing where they can also feel special and in control.

But it is only in this middle ground, sometimes called ‘Liminal Space’, that genuinely new things can emerge.  [Limina is Latin for ‘threshold’.].  All true transformation takes place here.  Yet we will do anything to get out of it.  This was the story of the Children of Israel in the desert – wanting to be in Canaan or back in Egypt, but not with God in the desert.

Jesus, too, was often drawing his disciples into places where they could not fix things, control things, or even understand them.  They simply had to wait and trust.

As a group of churches in the Team Parish we may also feel that we have entered a place of uncertainty, where we no longer feel in as much control as we did in the past.  Some will want to go back to how we’ve always done things.  Others will want to move on too quickly to the next new thing.  But we need to learn to live in the present uncertainty, aware that if God is to speak to us, then this is his best chance.

Liminal Space is an uncomfortable to place to be in, we can also feel stupid in it.  We need to learn to let go of ‘business as usual’ so that the truly new thing can happen in us.

It is not so much boldness that we need to stay in this middle place, but wisdom.  It is only wisdom that has the courage to let us be so vulnerable.

