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On the evening of Wednesday 2nd June we were all too aware of what happened to the towns and villages of Whitehaven, Egremont, Frizington, Seascale, and Boot.  The trail of disaster left by Derrick Bird was shocking, unbelievable and deeply disturbing.  Thirteen people lost their lives; many were injured, some very seriously.  
So it obvious that we should ask, how is it that an apparently content, and even happy man, could switch and become a killer?  Why would a man who had just become a grandfather 11 days earlier go on such a rampage?  We all heard the news, watch the television reports and read the papers – and it was hard for us not to get drawn into the intrigue and speculation.

We may have even beaten our breasts and repeat the oft mentioned phrase at these times, “Well, I don’t know what the world is coming to nowadays.”  But sadly, such events are not new.  It is not just in recent times that such inhumanity has been seen between people.  Many folk have memories of war here in Europe and know the devastation and death it wrought.
The truth is that the line between sanity and madness is a very thin line, as is the line between creativity and destruction.  So it is not surprising that someone like Derrick Bird crossed it, or was pushed over it by circumstances.  What is surprising is that such events don’t happen more often.  They are, of course, much more common in some part of the world where individuals and communities live in constant fear of death.

This is why we need a Saviour.  Not so much to save us from the devil, but to save us from ourselves.  We need outside intervention to help us use our great potential for good and not for violence, as we cannot do it by ourselves.
What is Jesus’ attitude to Derrick Bird, who we can easily depersonalise by just calling him ‘the gunman’ – (but he was a father, grandfather, friend and colleague.)  I believe Jesus’ attitude is one of sadness, compassion and love – while being repulsed by what he did.  Why do I believe this?  Because the witness of scripture is that this is also Jesus’ attitude towards me.  As Julian of Norwich once put it, ‘He looks on us with pity, not blame.’

Jesus warns us in the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ how thin the line is between doing what is good and doing what is evil.  He says that being angry and acting hatefully towards another person is the same crime as murder.  It all contributes to dividing up the world rather than bringing reconciliation and healing to it.  We have often been brought up to hate our enemies, another act of division rather than unity.  But Jesus commands us (yes commands us) to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us.  
So must we pray for all who have crossed this thin line and harmed others, for ourselves who cross it on a regular basis, and remember the victims of all that happened on that fateful day in Cumbria.
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