From the Clergy

Change and Challenge
Welcome to our newly launched ‘Link’, the magazine of our four churches worshipping and working across the town.

   The changes we have made have come from your ideas.  A while ago we asked you how the Link could be improved.  It was clear that many people valued the monthly magazine, but it was also clear that many of you felt that it could be a far more effective means of communication.

   You suggested the Link could include items about what is happening in the churches, stories about individuals, and articles that were more teaching based.  So this is what we have done.

   It is our hope that the magazine will also be of interest to people outside of the church, so please feel free to leave copies in public places where other folk can pick them up and have a read.

   These changes, though, are only minor changes when we consider what is happening in the world around us.  Here we are facing economic and environmental challenges that are going to have an enormous impact on our lives for decades to come.
   There are many things we can do to reduce the effect of these challenges by being more careful with our money or by increasing our recycling.  While these are excellent things to do, we need to recognise that these will simply not be enough.

   The economic and environmental catastrophes we are facing are the bitter fruit of many years of wrong living.  Like the Children of Israel in the wilderness when collecting from the ‘manna’, (a food supplied daily by God), we have taken more than we need and it has turned putrid in our hands.  This sin, of course, is greed (Luke 12.13-21).
   The call and challenge of Jesus is to let go and leave behind so much that we think is necessary.  He invites us to let go of all the things we attach ourselves to, from all the ‘stuff’ we mistakenly think is essential. Jesus calls us to ‘less’, whereas the voice of the world is ever calling ‘more’.

   At root the global challenges and difficulties we face are spiritual, not merely practical.  Along with many other people, I do not believe we can organise ourselves out of this mess only with new political and ecological policies.  As in the days of Jeremiah, what is needed is a new heart.

   This may all sound depressing, but I am hopeful.  Time and again throughout the history of God’s people, when catastrophe came, a new way was found and a fresh vision seen.  In fact, it was precisely at times when it seemed that all was lost that the voice of God was heard and the people saved.

   We need to become a people who can truly listen and discern in the midst of the competing voices of the church and the world.  Then, when we recognise the true voice, we must have the courage to act decisively. 
Revd Graham Turner
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